THE LIFE OF BONIFACE               85

sustenance of the clerics and attendants, and some
wine still left of the same supply.   And when they
found the beloved drink, the heathens hastily com-
menced to sate their thirsty maws and to make their
stomachs drunken with wine; and at length, through
the wonderful direction of almighty God, they took
counsel, and began to discuss concerning the booty
and spoils that they had taken, and to deliberate how
they might mutually share the gold or silver which
they had not even seen.   While they held wordy dis-
cussion over the riches they reckoned so great, again
ancl again dispute and quarrels sprang up; and finally
there began,  such enmity and discord, that insane
frenzy divided the raging throng into two factions,
and at last they turned the weapons, with which earlier
they had murdered the holy martyrs, against each
other in merciless strife.

After the most part of the raging throng had been
laid low, the survivors ran rejoicing to the wealth
gained by the loss of souls and life, while the rivals
who opposed them respecting the passionately coveted
treasure lay dead. Having broken open the boxes of
books, they found volumes instead of gold, and for
silver I leaves of divine learning. Thus deprived of the
precious reward of gold and silver, they scattered over
the meadow some of the books which they found;
others they threw away, casting some into the reed
tHckets of the marshes, hiding the rest each in a dif-
ferent place. But by the grace of almighty God and
through the prayers of Saint Boniface the archbishop